[Expression of argyrophilic proteins from the nucleolar organizer regions as an index of maturity degree of benign and malignant adrenal tumors].
Expression of APNOR was studied in 26 benign and malignant tumors of adrenal cortex and medulla. The histochemical method with silver nitrate was used. Expression of APNOR argyrophilic proteins in adrenocortical carcinomas was 4.59 times higher than in adrenocortical adenomas and 2.63 times higher in pheochromoblastomas than in pheochromocytomas. This index may be recommended as an additional method for differential diagnosis of benign and malignant adrenal tumors, particularly in difficult border line cases as well as determination of prognosis and metastatic potential of these tumors. Cytospecificity of APNOR expression in different types of adrenal cells was established.